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Some of the things we are concerned about and what will be addressed in the WMP 

is the impact of development on water quality. When we start developing our 

shorelines by clearing formally-wooded parcels for our roads, homes, and lawns –

when we put in beaches and docks, apply lawn fertilizers – we are generating more 

pollutants that are washing off the landscape and into our lakes, making these 

systems more vulnerable to water quality issues.  
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Road erosion issues, bank stability, lack of buffers, sediment carries phosphorus into the 

lake and river
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General issues in the watershed – septic systems, development/stormwater runoff, road 

erosion, internal loading, pet waste, fertilizers, legacy contaminants from historic activities. 
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Which create water quality problems
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Future development is another concern.

7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



Typically, we can link low dissolved oxygen with excess nutrient loading. Development 

activities on the landscape leads to excess nutrient loading that feeds plant and algae 

growth in the lake.
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The plants and algae die, settle to the lake bottom where they are decomposed. The 

decomposition process rapidly consumes oxygen, limiting desirable habitat for sensitive 

aquatic species. 
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There could also be legacy organic matter loading from historic clear-cutting and 

agriculture in the watershed. The high amount of organic matter loading may still be 

generating a high sediment oxygen demand as the materials are still being decomposed. 
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